Rite of Welcome
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CD : 
Play Instrumental Praise CD ( title : I Love You, LORD - which is a violin and oboe with full orchestra )

< Guests arrive at the Church, sign the Guest Book then sit down > 

< Groom’s side : Right, Bride’s side : Left >

Procession

Stand

< The Groom & the Bestman stand in front >

Commentator:
As a gentle reminder, please turn off your HP. Brothers & Sisters, would you please stand and welcome the Bride.

CD :
Play Music CD Time After Time

Choir:
Power of Your Love

Opening Hymn

Stand

Power of Your Love

Lord I come to You, let my heart be changed renewed

Flowing from the grace, that I’ve found in You

And Lord I’ve come to know, the weaknesses I see in me

Will be stripped away, by the power of Your love

Hold me close, let Your love surround me

Bring me near, draw me to Your side

And as I wait, I’ll rise up like the eagle

And I will soar with You, Your Spirit leads me on

In the power of Your love
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Lord unveil my eyes, let me see You face to face

The knowledge of Your love, as You live in me

Lord renew my mind, as Your will unfolds in my life

In living every day, In the Power of Your Love

Hold me close, let Your love surround me

Bring me near, draw me to Your side

And as I wait, I’ll rise up like the eagle

And I will soar with You, Your Spirit leads me on

In the power of Your love

Introduction and Welcome

Stand

Fr Greg : 
Bridegroom and Bride, I welcome you here in the name of this parish, the diocese, and of the universal Church. The whole of God’s people shares your joy today, for we are here to celebrate the triumph of love over division, of life over death. You are God’s messengers to us all today. We thank you for your witness of God’s love in your lives. Let us now celebrate that love together.
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Opening Prayer

Stand

Fr Greg : 
Father, hear our prayers for Bridegroom and Bride, who today are united in marriage before your altar.  Give them your blessing, and strengthen their love for each other.

All :
Amen.
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Liturgy of the Word
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First Reading

Sit

The unity and peace of the Christian home

Love makes some demands.  Husband and wife together discover how the Lord respects us, whatever may be our weakness.  They too shall respect and love each other.

Reader:
A reading from the first letter of St Peter (3:1-9)

Wives should be obedient to their husbands.  Then, if there are some husbands who have not yet obeyed the word, they may find themselves won over, without a word spoken, by the way their wives behave, when they see how faithful and conscientious they are.

Do not dress up for show: doing up your hair, wearing gold bracelets and fine clothes; all this should be inside, in a person’s heart, imperishable: the ornament of a sweet and gentle disposition – this is what is precious in the sight of God.

That was how the holy women of the past dressed themselves attractively – they hoped in God and were tender and obedient to their husbands; like Sarah, who was obedient to Abraham, and called him her lord.  You are now her 
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children, as long as you live good lives and do not give way to fear or worry.

In the same way, husbands must always treat their wives with consideration in their life together, respecting a woman as one who, though she may be the weaker partner, is equally an heir to the life of grace.  This will stop anything from coming in the way of your prayers.

Finally: you should all agree among yourselves and be sympathetic; love the brothers, have compassion and be self-effacing.  Never pay back one wrong with another, or an angry word with another one; instead, pay back with a blessing.  This is what you are called to do, so that you inherit a blessing yourself.

Reader :
This is the Word of the Lord

All :
Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalms

Sit

Psalm 103

( : The Lord is compassion and love.

Reader :
My soul, give thanks to the Lord, all my being, bless his holy name. My soul, give thanks to the Lord and never forget all his blessings









(
Reader :
The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy.  As a father has compassion on his sons, the Lord has 
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pity on those fear him.








(
Reader :
The love of the Lord is everlasting upon those who hold him in fear;  His justice reaches out to children’s children when they keep his covenant in truth.










(
Commentator :
Please stand.

Alleluia

Stand

Reader :
He who lives in love, lives in GOD and GOD in him

All :
Alleluia… Alleluia… Alleluia…

Gospel

Stand

Love, as I have love you

To love with a true love is always to participate in Christ’s love.  As we love in this way we are not merely obedient like servants; rather we are entering into the very intimacy that God offers to his friends.

Fr Greg :
The Lord be with you

All:
And also with you

Fr Greg :
A reading from the holy gospel according to John (15:12-16)

All :
Glory to You, Lord

Fr Greg :
This is the Gospel of the Lord

All :
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ

Commentator :
Please sit.
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HOMILY

Sit

Rite of Marriage

                 ____________________ [image: image3.wmf]  ___________________

< Bride & Groom stand >

Commentator :
Ask witnesses to come forward 

>

Preparatory Dialogue

Fr Greg :
My dear friends, you have come together in this church so that the Lord may seal and strengthen your love in the presence of the Church’s minister and this community.  Christ abundantly blesses this love.  He has already consecrated you in baptism and now he enriches and strengthens you by a special sacrament so that you may assume the duties of marriage in mutual and lasting fidelity. And so, in the presence of the Church, I ask you to state your intentions.

Statement of Intentions

< Bride & Groom face each other at 45 degrees >

Fr Greg :
Bridegroom and Bride,

Have you come here freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage?  Will you love and honour each other as man and wife for the rest of your lives?


>
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Bridegroom :
Yes, I will.

Bride :
Yes, I will.

Declaration of Consent

The priest invites the couple to join their right hands, as he says:

Fr Greg :
Since it is your intention to enter into marriage, join your right hands, and declare your consent before God and his Church.

Fr Greg :
Bridegroom, do you takeBride, to be your wife ?


Do you promise to be true to her in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, to love her and honour her all the days of your life?

Bridegroom:  
Yes, I do

Fr Greg :
Bride, do you take Bridegroom, to be your husband ?


Do you promise to be true to him in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, to love him and honour him all the days of your life?

Bride :  
Yes, I do

Fr Greg :
You have declared your consent before the Church.  May the Lord in his goodness strengthen your consent and fill you both with his blessings. What God has joined, men must not divide.
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Blessing of the Rings

< Altar Boy present ring tray >

< bestman put the rings on the tray >

Fr Greg :
Lord, bless ( and consecrate Bridegroom and Bride in their love for each other.

May these rings be a symbol of true faith in each other and always remind them of their love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All :
Amen

Exchange of Rings

< After pronouncing the blessing, the priest invites you to give these rings to each other.  The Groom takes the wife’s ring, place it half on her ring finger and say Bridegroom & Bride need to memorize ) :
Bridegroom :Bride, take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Bride :
Bridegroom, take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congratulations and Greetings
( unveiling of the bride )

< As this time, the priest alone greet you in the name of the entire community. > < It is also appropriate at this time, for the bride & groom to exchange the traditional kiss >

< Witnesses return to pews >
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General Intercessions
Stand

Commentator :
Please stand.

Commentator :
That every day of their lives, Bridegroom and Bride may renew their desire to grow in love for each other and the gift they make today of their very selves:   let us pray.

All:
Lord, hear our prayer

Commentator :
For God’s holy people, that through this celebrations we all may grow in our desire to serve and love the world:  let us pray.

All :
Lord, hear our prayer

Commentator:
That the world we live in and are called to serve may be enlivened by the presence of God shown forth in the love of men and women:


let us pray.

All :
Lord, hear our prayer

Commentator :
For our community, for ourselves and for each other, that we may accept the challenge placed before us today, and make love our way of life:  let us pray.

All :
Lord, hear our prayer

Commentator :
For all family and friends who have loved and supported Bridegroom and Bride and helped with the wedding preparation, that God will help them to grow in love and sustain them in their efforts to give of themselves to others:  let us pray.

All :
Lord, hear our prayer
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Commentator :
For Bridegrooml’s parents, that God will strengthen them ………….:  let us pray.

All :
Lord, hear our prayer

Commentator :
For  Grandma whom you have called to Your Kingdom, that they will have peace in You:  let us pray.

All :
Lord, hear our prayer
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Our Father

Stand

Commentator :
Please stand.

Fr Greg :
Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Saviour gave us : 

All 
Our Father in heaven, holy be Your name,


Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in :
heaven. Give us today our daily bread


Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.


Do not bring us to the test but deliver us from evil.

Fr Greg :
Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day. 


In your mercy keep us free from sin and protect us from all anxiety


As we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ

All :
For the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory are Yours,


Now and forever

Fr Greg :
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles :


I leave you peace, My peace I give to you.


Look not on our sins, but on the faith of Your Church,
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And grant us the peace and unity of Your Kingdom


Where you live forever and ever

All :
Amen.

Sign of Peace

Stand

Fr Greg :
The peace of the Lord be with you always

All :
And also with you

Fr Greg :
Let us offer each other the sign of peace

< Bridegroom & Bride greet the family members who sit on the first row >

Conclusion

Final Blessings

Stand

Fr Greg :
May God the eternal Father keep you in love with each other so that the peace of Christ may stay with you and be always in your name.

All :  
Amen

Fr Greg :
May your children bless you, your friends console you and all men live in peace with you.







All :  
Amen

Fr Greg :
May you always bear witness to the love of God in this world so that the afflicted and the needy will find in you generous friends and welcome you into the joys of heaven.

All :  
Amen
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Fr Greg :
May Almighty God bless you, the Father and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

All :  
Amen

Signing the Register

( Witnesses are to come forward as well )

Commentator :
Please sit.

CD : 
Play Charlotte Church CD ( Ave Maria )

Dismissal

< After signing the register and when we walk back )

Commentator :
Brothers & Sisters, please welcome the new Mr & Mrs Bridegroom Name


( Bride & Groom bow towards the alter before walking out )

Recessional

CD :
Play Music CD You Are the Sunshine of My Life
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